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Sector on an upswing 
The quality of life in Germany has risen considerably. This is stated 
in a recent study by the consulting firm Boston Consulting Group. 
In the ranking of 163 nations, Germany could jump seven places 
to rank fourth, compared to the previous year. The authors of 
the study referred only to the infrastructure as an area worth im-
proving. Its disastrous state is everywhere: roads and bridges are 
imposed with speed limits, drivable on single lanes or completely 
blocked. This development poses a threat to Germany as an 
economic power.

With the new Transport Infrastructure Plan, the federal govern-
ment has sent the signal that was long overdue. By 2030, nearly 
270 billion euros will be provided for the maintenance and expan-
sion of roads, railways and waterways. This will give infrastruc-
tural institutions and companies a foundation for planning and 
an opportunity to make targeted investments in specific projects. 
The infrastructure sector is finally on the upswing. However, one 
must not forget that huge projects await also in urban planning & 
development or utilities and waste management. A close cooper-
ation between researchers, contractors, purchasers and suppliers 
is necessary.

Innovations
The ideal platform for this cooperation is InfraTech Germany. The 
exhibition motto “Foundations for the Future” aims to motivate 
stakeholders in the infrastructure sector to work together on sus-
tainable concepts. There is no shortage of good ideas. This is very 
much reflected in the offerings and services of InfraTech exhibitors, 
and is also demonstrated by the InfraTech Innovation Award, which 
was presented for the first time at the exhibition in 2016. The Inno-
vation Award will again be conferred at InfraTech Germany.

InfraTech 2018: 

Foundations 
for the Future
From 10 - 12 January 2018, the third edition of InfraTech Germany will be held at Messe Essen.
This exhibition for civil engineering, road construction, hydraulic engineering, urban planning & 
development, traffic and mobility, utilities and waste management is the meeting place for the 
German infrastructure sector.

North Rhine Westphalia is a building site
InfraTech fair is held at Messe Essen for a good reason: it is cen-
trally located in Germany’s most populous federal state. “North 
Rhine-Westphalia is the building site”, said Michael Groschek, the 
Federal Minister for Construction, Housing, Urban Development and 
Transport at the official opening of InfraTech 2016. It is no wonder 
that Groschek described InfraTech as the leading German exhibition 
for infrastructure, because with 173 exhibitors and nearly 6,200 
visitors, the results of InfraTech’s première in 2014 have increased 
even more. Many exhibitors were impressed by the high quality 
of visitors. InfraTech is seen as the exhibition of decision-makers, 
where competence meets innovation. The organizer is Rotterdam 
Ahoy, which has been organising InfraTech in Rotterdam since 1996. 
It has been the largest and most important infrastructure exhibition 
in the Netherlands for years. And also its German counterpart is a 
success story.

Seminars
An important part of InfraTech is the  seminar programme, which 
deals with the most pressing challenges facing the industry. 
Rotterdam Ahoy has managed to ensure the support of IKT 
(Institute for Underground Infrastructure) and Kirschbaum Verlag 
(Kirschbaum Publisher) for organising the programme. For the 
first time, SUT Verlag (SUT Publishers) will also be involved. In 
terms of content, the  seminar programme addresses the four pil-
lars of InfraTech: Infrastructure, Urban Planning & Development, 
Traffic & Mobility as well as Utilities and Waste management.

InfraTech Germany will be held from 10 to 12 January 2018 in Hall 3 
of Messe Essen. The visitors will have free access to the simultaneously 
held exhibitions – acqua alta, Construct IT and Industrial Building.



Urban Planning & Development
„Streets and squares are increasingly experiencing an appreciation from 
being purely traffic areas to becoming recreational areas“, according to 
study published by ADAC in 2016. To achieve this, strategies are needed 
which will address the legitimate concerns of an ageing society and 
a young, community-oriented generation. These include barrier-free 
pathways, protected quiet zones, inviting meeting points, WLAN access 
points, and lighting concepts that project a sense of safety. The street 
furniture must be long lasting, satisfy aesthetic requirements, and 
ensure low costs for maintenance and care. This focal point of the exhi-
bition addresses manufacturers, suppliers, planners and municipalities 
dealing with the following areas:

· Bridges for pedestrians and cyclists
· Green spaces (setting up and upkeep)
· Landscape architecture and city planning, consultation
· Lighting
· Road cleaning, road operations, winter road maintenance
· Setting up public rooms / outdoor areas
· Street furniture

For participant, whose products and services relate to organization of 
public areas, there is an opportunity to participate in a special exhibition. 
Should you be interested in it, please contact the exhibition organizer for 
the conditions of participating in this special exhibition.

“InfraTech has developed very well since 2014 
and thus has well-established “its” position in 
the German exhibition landscape. This success 
story will continue also in 2018. The exhibition 
has become an important meeting place for the sector – also for our 
mid-sized road and civil engineering companies that are the actual 
industry leaders. At the same time it documents the need for investing 
heavily in our infrastructure, and the importance and innovative spirit 
of the sector. I’m always just impressed by the innovations that are 
presented at InfraTech.”

Lutz Pollmann, lawyer and CEO, Baugewerbliche Verbände

“Public space is an essential feature of the 
European city. Streets, boulevards, squares and 
parks are places in which the social life happens. 
InfraTech provides essential stimuli for ade-
quate and high-quality designing of these spaces. Moreover, InfraTech 
also creates a congenial link to the technical disciplines such as civil 
engineering, infrastructure, mobility and transport in the format of an 
interdisciplinary exhibition.”

Dipl.-Ing. Ernst Herbstreit, board member of the Chamber of Architects   
North Rhine-Westphalia

Focal points 
of the Exhibition
In addition to the four core themes, InfraTech Germany also covers domains 
such as public departments and authorities, sector organizations, universi-
ties and colleges, research institutes, engineering and consultancy firms, ICT 
suppliers, technological innovation, finance, safety at work, trade publications 
and literature.

Infrastructure
Germany‘s bridges decay faster than they can be repaired.“Die Welt“ 
reported in July 2016 that in the past one and half years, although 6,000 
bridges have been strengthened, at the same time the condition of 8,700 
bridges has worsened. Described as particularly decrepit are 40 to 50-year-
old pre-stressed concrete bridges. 1,000 urgent transport projects are now 
to be implemented as part of the Federal Transport Infrastructure Plan 
2030. North Rhine-Westphalia can budget for almost 15 billion euros for 
expansion and maintenance of roads and waterways. 2.5 billion euros are 
available for track construction of the Rhine-Ruhr-Express.

Thanks to the accelerated regional rail system, every day 31,000 car trips 
will be shifted on to the tracks. This range of topics addresses businesses 
as well as representatives of network operators and municipalities of the 
following fields:   

· Civil engineering, tunnel       
 and bridge construction
· Construction chemical technology
 Construction machinery
· Construction materials
· Demolition and recycling
· Drainage
· Energy and environment
· Geotechnology
· Hydraulic engineering,       
 coastal engineering and       
 flood protection 
· Manholes, manhole covers

· Noise protection
· Paving
· Piping and pipeline construction
· Road, tracks and path construc- 
 tion, earthworks and foundation  
 engineering
· Sewer construction, -inspection,  
 -cleaning, -relining and   
 -renovation
· Specialised civil engineering   
 and foundation construction   
 methods



©
 fo

to
lia

, F
ot

o-
Ru

hr
ge

bi
et

Utilities and Waste Management
A survey by the DWA (German Association for Water and Sewage) in 2015 
shows that great efforts are made to maintain the operability and value 
of the sewage system. Despite this, around 20 percent of all the sewers 
need to be renovated in the short or medium term.

Growing cities need a future-oriented water supply and innovative energy 
concepts. In addition, a well-thought-out rainwater management should 
be put in place, because frequent heavy rain events must not lead to 
flooding of roads and tunnels due to progressive soil sealing – thus 
bringing urban life to a halt. Topmost priority is keeping water bodies 
clean.

This focal point addresses businesses, public authorities and providers  
of these specialist disciplines:

· Drains, fittings and valves
· Energy, district heating, gas and electricity supply
· Environmental protection
· Groundwater management
· Piping and pipeline construction
· Pumps and pumping stations
· Rain water management
· Telecommunication
· Waste water treatment
· Water extraction, treatment, management

Traffic & mobility
According to estimates by experts, in the year 2050, worldwide there 
will be four billion vehicles rolling through the streets three times as 
much as today.

Between 2010 and 2014 alone, the annual distance travelled by 
German trucks has increased by 10 percent, as figures from the Federal 
Highway Research Institute show. Self-propelled trucks as a concept 
for combating traffic jams could reduce the number of truck accidents 
by 90 percent, says the consulting firm Roland Berger. A necessary 
condition however is a network expansion, because the 4G network 
coverage in Germany leaves a lot to be desired, according to Dr. Wolf-
gang Bernhard, board member of Daimler.

There is a lot of work due to changing mobility requirements, even 
within the cities. Target group of this branch of the exhibition are 
companies in transport technology, as well as representatives of  
public authorities and associations in the following areas: 

· Road marking
·  Road traffic guidance
·  Traffic management systems, traffic signs and transportation facilities
·  Transport and mobility solutions
·  Vehicle restraint systems

“I am particularly pleased that the success  
of InfraTech 2016 is continuing in 2018.
The innovative exhibition concept with the confer-
ment of InfraTech Innovation Award will make this 
exhibition a point of attraction for all users of innovative solutions  
beyond North Rhine-Westphalia.”

Michael Groschek, the Federal Minister for Construction, Housing, Urban Development  
and Transport of the federal state of North Rhine-Westphalia

“The days of “just going on” in the area of utility 
supply, waste and sewage management are over! The 
scarce financial resources, dramatic changes in de-
mography and rapidly changing technical constraints 
require innovation, even in the classic infrastructure.The theme “Industry 
4.0” is a huge opportunity. For this, a forum such as the exhibition InfraTech 
offers a good and necessary opportunity. A mix of exhibition and expert 
forums provides the opportunity to find new solutions to problems together 
and trigger new ideas. I really appreciate this opportunity for exchanging of 
expertise and am already looking forward to the exhibition in 2018.”

Dipl.-Ing. Norbert Stratemeier, Division Head, Planning and Construction,   
Emschergenossenschaft/Lippeverband

Volker Rutkowski, 
Managing Director, Kirschbaum Verlag GmbH

“A competitive exhibition like InfraTech in Essen, which presents the concerns   
of civil engineering and road construction so coherently, has been missing in the 
German exhibition landscape until now.” 



173 Exhibitors
EXHIBITORS BY SECTOR:

Civil engineering, road construction, and hydraulic engineering

Water and waste water

Urban planning & Development

Traffic and mobility

57 %

15 %

17 %

42 %

OBJECTIVES OF EXHIBITORS:

 82 % Brand building

 72 % Launch new products

 75 % Develop new contacts

 81 % Cultivating existing contacts

 78 % Exchanging expert knowledge

Exhibitors have achieved their objectives80 %  

6167 visitors in 2016

VALUATION OF THE QUALITY OF VISITORS:

95 % of the exhibitors were satisfied or very satisfied  
 with the level of expertise of the visitors

REASON FOR VISITING THE EXHIBITION:

Seminar Programme  14 %

New products 
and services

Networking 35 %

51 %

84 %

2 %
14 %

ORIGIN OF THE VISITORS:

Germany

Netherlands

Others
18 % very good 53 % good 24 % satisfactory

We offer extensive opportunities to present your organisation at InfraTech Germany. You may either opt to 
build your own stand or choose from stand packages – Basic, Premium and Luxury. 

Participation options

01 Stand space 
(Minimum space booking 12 m2)
Price: 175.00 EUR per m2

02 Stand space + Basic Stand  
(Minimum space booking 12 m2)
Price: 265.00 EUR per m2

03 Stand space + Premium Stand
(Minimum space booking 12 m2)
Price: 285.00 EUR per m2

04 Stand space + Luxury Stand
(Minimum space booking 25 m2)
Price: 305.00 EUR per m2

The stand samples are presented in a single colour. However, you can also select a different colour in the participation form, depending on the stand package.
For participation at InfraTech Germany, a marketing service package for the price of 325.00 EUR is obligatory. All the prices mentioned are exclusive of VAT.
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The stand samples are presented in a single colour. However, you can also select a different colour in the participation form, depending on the stand package.
For participation at InfraTech Germany, a marketing service package for the price of 325.00 EUR is obligatory. All the prices mentioned are exclusive of VAT.

The following exhibitions are held   
concurrently with InfraTech Germany:

InfraTech 2018
Register now! 
We would be pleased to inform you of the possibilities for participation.

www.infratech.de

VENUE

Messe Essen
Hall 3
Norbertstrasse
45131 Essen
www.messe-essen.de

OPENING HOURS

Wednesday, 10 January 2018: 09:00 to 17:00 hours
Thursday, 11 January 2018:  09:00 to 17:00 hours
Friday, 12 January 2018:  09:00 to 16:00 hours

CONTAKT

Mr. Johan Teunisse Mrs. Andrea Astor
Sr. Account Manager Marketing-Services
j.teunisse@ahoy.nl a.astor@andrea-astor.de
T: +31 (0)10 29 33 117   T: +49(0)7221 39949-0
F: +31 (0)10 29 33 399 F: +49 7221 39949-25

ORGANIZER

Rotterdam Ahoy N.V.
Ahoyweg 10
3084 BA Rotterdam
T: +31 (0) 10 29 33 117 
E: info@infratech.de

Kamer van Koophandel Rotterdam, 2414914

aqua alta
Industrial Building
Construct IT

Infra Tech


